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How can we reconcile belief in God and Darwinism, divine action and an evolutionary world? The

first book of its kind, this Reader represents the diversity of views which surround the interaction of

evolutionary theory and the Christian tradition.  Ideal for students with no previous knowledge of the

field, the book introduces the methodologies of the study of science and religion, and evolutionary

biology, and presents the views of influential thinkers from a variety of disciplines, including:  the

natural sciences history theology philosophy.  From current scientific developments to contemporary

philosophical perspectives, Darwin to Dawkins, Creationism to Intelligent Design, God and Evolution

highlights neglected but important views, such as those of feminist scholars, and contemporary

revisionists, as well as some of the best known writers in the field.
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God and Evolution: A Reader, edited by Mary Kathleen Cunningham (New York: Routledge, 2007)If

there is a hurdle that often confronts those seeking to understand and think through the relationship

between God and evolution, it is an awareness and appreciation of the range of views on the

subject. Cunningham's reader goes a good way towards providing an up-to-date collection of key

excerpts from the most important representatives of various positions and viewpoints in this area.

More often than not, people are more aware of the positions that present the choice as "either/or"

than with those that see the situation as "both/and". This aspect of popular understanding

particularly affects educators like myself, since it represents the starting point of the majority of



students in any given class addressing the topic of religion and science. Generally, professors have

to put together a packet of readings much like this one, and thus a reader such as this one provides

a useful resource for use in classes.Cunningham's reader is divided into seven sections:

methodology, evolutionary theory, creationism, intelligent design, naturalism, evolutionary theism,

and reformulations of tradition. A particular strength of the collection is that it seeks to do more than

provide a selection of contemporary viewpoints. A historical perspective is offered, including

important excerpts from the past as well as more recently. The authors whose works are excerpted

include philosophers of science and theologians as well as evolutionary biologists. Having a single

volume whose contributors include Charles Darwin and William Paley, Michael Behe and Richard

Dawkins, is itself impressive.
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